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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Wilton, CA Accident Number: WPR22LA015

Date & Time: October 14, 2021, 16:00 Local Registration: N857PF

Aircraft: WSK-MIELEC AN-2TD Injuries: 2 Serious, 2 Minor

Flight Conducted 
Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On October 14, 2021 at 1600 Pacific daylight time, a WSK Mielec AN-2TD, N857PF, was substantially 
damaged when it was involved in an accident near Wilton, California. The pilot and one passenger 
sustained serious injuries and the other two passengers sustained minor injuries. The airplane was 
operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 personal flight.  

The pilot stated that he configured the airplane for takeoff and had flaps down and the elevator trim was 
neutral. The departure started normally and after becoming airborne, the airplane controls were not 
responding to his inputs as expected. The airplane continued to pitch up in a nose-high attitude and he 
was unable to push the control yoke forward which he described as feeling like he was “stretching” 
cables with forward pressure. The pilot set the electric trim to full nose-down and it made no effect. 
With the airplane’s pitch uncontrollable, he saw an open area and elected to make a rapid maneuver 
toward the area. He added full left rudder and aileron and the airplane banked left. The airplane 
descended into trees and after coming to a stop, a fire erupted. The back door would not open due the 
deformation of the airframe and the broke a front window. The pilot and passengers all climbed out the 
window and the airplane continued to burn.

There were two witnesses located at the airport that took videos of the airplane departing. One video 
showed the airplane just prior to the takeoff roll. The tailwheel is positioned backward and as the 
airplane starts the roll, the tailwheel swivel and the airplane moves to the right of the runway (see Figure 
1 below).
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Figure 1: The Airplane Starting the Takeoff Roll

The airplane then veered to the left of the runway and became airborne shortly thereafter. In the 
approximate 10 seconds that followed, the airplane pitched up at an increasingly higher and higher 
angle-of-attack. The airplane then made a sharp left turn and goes behind the tress as it descends (see 
Figure 2 below). 

Figure 2: The Airplane Airborne
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: WSK-MIELEC Registration: N857PF

Model/Series: AN-2TD Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KSAC,25 ft msl Observation Time: 15:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 15 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 25°C /-3°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 11 knots / , 330°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.04 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Wilton, CA Destination: Reno, NV 

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Serious Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 1 Serious, 2 Minor Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: Unknown

Total Injuries: 2 Serious, 2 Minor Latitude, 
Longitude:

38.38192,-121.22357 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Keliher, Zoe

Additional Participating Persons: Jeffery Snyder; Federal Aviation Administration; Fresno, CA

Note: The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.


